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2005 Fertilizer Report 
 

 
Dear neighbors, 
 

We are sending out this report as a reminder in an ongoing effort to 
keep our neighborhood and our community informed about the importance 
of using the proper fertilizer for our lawns and protect our natural 
surroundings as well as our very own detention pond.  
 

Spring is finally here and with it the season for lawn care and 
maintenance. Pretty soon (if not already) you’ll be out there checking the 
sprinklers, your mower, mulcher, edger and all the other contraptions that 
help us make our lawn look beautiful. 
 

We would like to raise everyone’s awareness about the content of the 
fertilizer you use and especially focus on the phosphorous as the number one 
factor in the degradation and destruction of the ecosystem in and around our 
pond and our environment. Therefore, we cannot stress enough the 
importance of using non-phosphorous fertilizers.  
If you buy your fertilizer from the local stores please pay attention to the 
“three number code” on the front of the bag. The presence of phosphorous 
will always be indicated by the number in the middle (e.g. 24- 0 –6). Even 
though fertilizers with a 1 or 2 are still considered low-phosphorous or 
lake-friendly, we recommend buying the non-phosphorous type as in the 
example above. We do not recommend buying fertilizers where the presence 
of phosphorous is indicated with a 3 or above. They promote the growth of 
algae and planktons in and on the surface of our pond, which causes a great 
imbalance in the ponds natural ecosystem. This is especially important 
because this year we’ll be introducing small fish (minnows) to the pond. Just 
a couple of years ago it was very difficult, if not impossible, to find these 
fertilizers around town, now all major stores carry them. 
 

If you have a company taking care of your lawn, just ask them to 
exclude the phosphorous from their “mixtures”. We’ve consulted many lawn 
care specialists and they all say that there is enough phosphorous in the soil 



and that it is not a vital nutrient for the lawn. Furthermore, many cities like 
Ann Arbor and Bloomfield Hills already have ordinances against using 
fertilizers that contain phosphorous. Shouldn’t we look ahead and try to keep 
a clean and healthy environment?  
 

This concerns every household in our subdivision. After over-
watering your lawn or raining, the runoff carries the fertilizer down the street 
and through the storm drainage system into the pond.  
 

The Pond Committee members as well as the board members have 
consistently included all issues concerning the pond in our meetings as an 
ongoing “Pond project”. Last year we even received the “Environmental 
Excellence Award 2004” from the city of Canton for the beautiful and 
natural look of the pond. We are extremely proud of this award. 
 This year, as part of the project, we are working on installing a new water 
fountain and introducing fish to the pond. We are doing everything in our 
power to naturally fight the algae and create an active self-contained 
ecosystem and at the same time keep it visually pleasing.  
 

Please help us in maintaining a beautiful and healthy environment by 
using “NON PHOSPHORUS” fertilizer. 
 
 

The Covington Square Subdivision Pond Committee 
 
 


